
Anlhropolo(li\I\ MC ClJlCCICd lo lrell l ~rl · 
OU'IV \IClrie\ o r people who lurn into 
leol":irth. women who cat their children 

l. >- ' ~. • 
.in(J h:ury m11ns1crs t ha t hvc in 1hc rorc\t What'' 
1mrort:1nt ahout such beliefs'' not whether 1hcy 
:ire lruc but how they arc protected h orn dtS· 
proor. how they he up ~,t h other ideas ahout the 
nature or the world. :ind ho~ they :ire incorro 
r:1tcd 1nlt1 a pcrkctl) undr:im:ihc manner or hv 
'"It· Once a s1ancc of lhc relativity of belief 1s 
:idoptcd . 1t seem\ only pcrmis.\lblc to make harsh 
judgment \ 11bout the ramiliar. or close to ho me 
The Ahic:in witch•~ an acccpt:1blc 1c~111ch topic 
ror anthropolOj!i\"· bul the witch who live' in 
11:1\lcmcrc i' d1'mis~d as tedious or mcnt:illy ill . 

P:11riclt ll:irpur nnd John E Mack unde rmine 
th1' pr11c11cc hy m11intain1ntt that 1hcrc "no rcll· 
~on tO 11\SUOIC that CflCOUntC" o r the hlurrcd 
kind which tl\ltc pl:icc at home a rc any IC\\ s•tt· 
mrte:inl thnn those which take pl:1cc ahrNd 
/)01momc Renltty starts as an agreeable ramMc 
lhroutth meetings with rairics. liulc men (grey 
nuhcr than green), white ladies, black dogs. Big· 
roots. Loch Ness monsters, witches, even rake 
MX:i:i l workers. A survey or surveys gives 1hc key 
ch1'111c1cri<11ics o r each but retains its grip on real· 
it y Names 11re named. dales given. Abtl11ction is 
more hm11cd . being concerned solely wi1h psy· 
chologically documcnlcd ahen irruplions into 
the human world where victims arc carried orr 10 
:ihcn , r,.1cccuh ror reproductive and s1udy pur · 
r oq:\ John Mack lrics to 1llum1"3IC his cloudy 
' ubjecl·m1t1er by providing detailed cue his10 
rk' Ahhough he dcset ibes his visionancs in 
ttlowing lcrms - " psychically skilled" , "expanded 
ontology", "$piritual growth" CIC - most or lhcm 
~cm depressed, o r desperate for distill(tion or 
any kind. even victimhood. 

Both authors assume that the events which 
I hey dc~nbe arc " real", 1ha1 they arc not simply 
the rC\Uh o r disordered minds or psycho \OClll 
' lrC\\ o r m3nircs1a1ions o r social Slruclurc Yet 
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both state 1hat wh:u they mean by '" real" is no t 
really " real". Fo r t lupur. 1hc phenomena he 
describes UC daimonic, part o l a neglected 
aspect or the world and or ourselves. "Real". he 
lhinlts. docs not imply " li1era1· Oaimonic reality 
is like Jung's "collccth-c uriconscious" or Plato ·s 
· world soul-. but all analogie s arc ultimalcly 
nawcd and so one arnvcs al a series of Zen-like 
opposilions - i nstdclou•~ide. m11tcriaVspiri1Ual. 
individuaVcollcc1ivc. objccti,,c/subjcctive - none 
of which is very helprul when it comes 10 under· 
standing ·s1rangc encounters". UFO·logists arc 
mis1altcnly li1cral. psychialrislS and a nlhropolo­
gisls CXCC$.Sively subjective or sociological. 
According to Harpur.1hc Otherworld is not sim· 
ply " there", but here as well . In 1 sense Harpur's 
daimonic rcali1y recalls nothing so much as those 
unlocatablc collccrive representat ions that have 
bee n lhc slaplc or srtetal ~icncc for generations 

As rar as I l;upur 1s concerned , lhc eri, temo· 
logy becomes the method So. r1urics arc prcuy 
similar 10 cxlratcrrcstnals who overl3p w11h Oig· 
fool . who has a\pccts or lhe daimon. and so on. 
An cxtraord1na11ly impoverished reading or 
Uvi·St rau\S is invoked lo " lransform" nlmost 
everything into almost everything else: 

Aliens · UFOs .. personified : impersonal: hul , 
• liens : hum1M ·: impcrsonnl · person!. Or. 
11icn\ f1irics · cxt111crrcs1rial : 1crrcs1rial: hut. 
ahcns · UFOs : lcrrcslrial · acri1I. 

Ant hropology is invoked in 1hc case or witches 
- hut anthropology u conceived by Frver in nit 
C111tfrn 8r111~h . ror all " primitive, ·· lllC he ld 10 
adhere: to the same t'laste ~ript . 1hc best ver~ion 
o r whteh IS the G reek cla\.\ics Harpur presumes 
th:ll the notion or the Person, beyond the C:artc· 
sian West. is generally composed o r three ingrc· 
dicnts mediating 1hc categories or body and soul 
(which would seem pretty meagre to the Samo o r 
Burkina Faso who believe they contain over 
twcnly componcnls). The proor o r the daimo nic 
nature o r much o r I larpur's male rial is that hard 
evidence - like rairy shoes. yeti footprints and 
UFO sightings - docs not help o ur attempts lo 
underitand it. Jn our blinkered Carlesian world. 
it only makes things less clear. 

Jusl about everything can seem to be dai­
monie. a conclusion that Harpur himself mighl 
cheerfully e mbrace. But o r COUr1e all lhtS is 
deeply unconvincing. tr ·you try to establish 
which rood is good for you. o r who shot 
Kennedy. your incvi1able railurc is perhaps not 
the work o r daimon.s. Maybe we simply live in a 
world where there is too much evidence o r 
ambivalent status and contradictory implication. 

Ma.cit. unusually for a psychologist , seems to 
agree wi1h Harpur He abandons the usual thcra· 

peulic seance· - 1 cannot he lp you. Your problems 
arc real.·· The aliens who prod. abuse a nd molest 
his pa1icn1s and 1he n load them with cco-rriendly 
clich~s arc. Mack believes, not just from another 
place but horn another plane or being. 

Mack 's ca1alogue or the surrerings of his 
abductccs cTcllcs a cosily sctr-eonftrming d rde 
o r belier. Possible abductces approach him 
because he appears on television IS a n upen on 
the phenomeno n. Through hypnotism they ortcn 
provide a dear account or events which they 
have heud described . which is then firmed up In 
support sessions with rcllow surrerers. Encoun· 
tcrs with aliens. it seems, are sometimes the 
source o r puzzling behaviour that a therapist 
would more usually explain a:s the result or child· 
hood abuse. Since Mack 's 1echniqucs arc the 
same as chose used 10 Mrccall" the abuse which 
seems 10 have become such a dominant reatUrc 
or American ram1ly hrc, one is left wondering 
whether us prisons arc no t rutt o r innocent men. 

Both Mack and Harpur end with a guide to the 
expansion o r consciousness. Mack ofrers the 
Messianic hope that " the earth would become 
the jewel in the crown of our being, the place 
where we experience o nce again our connection 
with a cosmic Source from which we have 
become too s.cparatcM. Hupur is more succinct. 
"Travel light. Do n' t believe everything you l\jvc 
been told for good or ill." Quite so. 


